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Nume. XV. 


The Prompter. 





To be Continued TurEspDays and FRIDAYS, 
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How hard is the Fate of poor Womankind, 


For ever tormented, for ever CON FIN’D! 





Our Parents CONTROLL us until we are WIVES’; 
Our Husbands ENSLAVE us the reft of our Lives. 


Ball. Op. 





TuESDAY, DECEMBER 31. 1734. 





yes H ERE is a Story told of the fa- 
“S mous Archbifhop Cranmer, that 
has fomething very humourous, 
arid inftructive in it. -I fhall re- 
lace it here for the Benefit of that 
Part of the Sex that comes under 
the Denomination of Wives, to 





whom I intend to fay a Word in this Day’s Paper. © 


Tue Archbifhop had a Niece, who was en- 
rich’'d with as many Beauties as any of her Sex 
could boaft, with no more Faults, than what gene- 
rally attend upon Beauty; whom he married to a 
Gentleman evry way her Equal. The Wedding- 
Day was folemniz’d with great Pomp, and Splen- 
dour ; after which, according to Cuftom, the new- 
married Paig were left at Night alone. The next 
Morning, as foon as it was proper, the good Arch- 
bifhop went into the Bed-chamber to them, and 
told them, he had a Prefent to make them. — 
They wou’d not give him Time to go on, but 
were impatient to fee what it was that he held 
under his Robe. The Husband thought it might 
be fome Grant of Lands, or Employment of Honour, 
that he had obtained for him: The Wife, fome 
rich Diamond Necklace, or other precious Ornament. 
— The Archbifhop perfifted in concealing his Pre- 
sent, till they had both promifeed him, NEVER To 
WEAR IT AT THE SAME TIME, and then pulled 
out a Fooi’s Cap. 

I sHaLyL not dwell on the reciprocal Surprize 
and Mortification of the young Couple, but leave- 
ing my Readers of both Sexes to FEEL it for them, 
ea to lay down as’a Maxim, with the Arch- 

ifhop, that when two People come together for 
Life, Jet them be ever fo prudent, they will, one 
Time or other, be entitled, in fome Shape, to wear 
the Foou’s Cap. This then being unavoidable in 


the married State, the only BufinefS the Prompter.. 


can have, is, to give them the proper Cue to pre- 
vent their putting ## on at the fame time. 

Tue Fair Sex have two Reafons to induce them 
to change their Conditions, and become Wives. — 
The fir, Inclination: for one particular Perfon ; 
or, as they call it, Love : The other, to get out 


- 
— 


of the Hands of Fathers, and Mothers, and to be 
THEIR OWN MisTREssEs. 


_ | I sHauu defer {peaking fully to the firft Motive, 
‘to another Paper, and content myfelf with obferve- 
‘ing in general, on that Head, that when two Per- 


fons forego all prudeztial Confiderations, and come 
together merely thro’ Inclination for each other, in 
prejudice of their refpective Interefts, they not only 


‘ put on the Cap, but drink deep of the Cup or 
‘AFFLICTION, without tafting the BrrreRNeEss of 


it at that Time. 

As to the other Motive, viz. The becoming their 
own Reipeefis by Marriage ; when Ladies interpret 
this into abfolute Freedom, anditotal Independence 5 


‘they put on the Cap, with all its Trinkets and Or- 


naments, in all Probability for Life, unlefS the 
Husband can prevail upon them to wear a of 
affuming, but more becoming Head-Drefs ; — for ° 
Marriage is but CHANGING oF HaANpDs, arid Nor 
LAUNCHING INTO UNLIMITED LICENCE. 

Man, whether he has a natural Right to it, or 
whether he derives it from Cuftom immemorial, 
claims Su nr over the Fairer Sex : And the 
Woman that will conteft that Point, lays a Foun- 
dation for future Mifery in the married State. — A 
rational Superiority has nothing in it that ought to 
allarm a Britifo Wife ; for it neither implies 2b/2- 
lute Power as vefted in the Husband, nor implicite 
Obedience as effential in a Wife. Where Rea/on is 
the Bafis both of AurHoriry and SuBMission, 
neither can juftly be excepted againtt. 

A SuporpiINnaTIon like this, eftablifhed in the 
married State, neither excludes 2 Wife from Qua- 
drille, Opera, Plays, Drawing-Room, Park, nor 
any Diverfions Town or Country affords, pro- 
vided none of them make her Mind Lose Sicur 
of her Husband. — Human Nature requires Amufe- 
ments, as fo Relaxations from ‘the different 
Cares of Life. — To exclude the married State 
from them, would be ftamping it with a Character 
that wou’d deftroy the very Effence of it, viz. 
SocieTy. I mention this, becaufe there are wrong- 
headed People enough in the World, who imagine, 
the Moment a Woman marries, fhe is to ~ the 

: oor 





Door againft the Pleafures fhe enjoyed before : — 
An infallible way of making Home very foon tafte-s 
lefs, infipid, and at lalt irkfome — Evry State of 
Life Becomes Pleaftre — The manner“of Enjoy- 
ing it, makes the Difference. ! 

Ir is a very true Obfervation, tho’ not com- 
monly made, That to a Perfon'that loves, the 
Pleafures of Life have a double Relifh. — The 
Nature then of that Paffion being, to give a chear- 
ful Afpect to every. thing about one, the Marriage 
State (when Love ties the Chain) to Perfons that 
enter into it, with proper Notions of it, opens a 
Scene of unlimited Pleafures, fince nothing can 
have the Cast of Indifference. when the Mind is 
pleafed. | 4 

Tuts premifed, I fhall now sketch out one ge- 
neral Rule, which I will venture to recommend ‘to 
the married Part of the Fair Sex, as productive of 
true Happinefs: — “sf tip PES 

I wouLp advife them, then, to ftudy the Tem- 
per and Inclinations of their Husbands, after. they 
are married :' — For, according to a very bad 
Cuftom prattifed by both Sexes, We feldom aP- 
PEAR’ to eathiother, during the Time of Courtfhip, 
what WE really aRE : What Faults we have, we 
. generally bide, for fear the Knowledge of them 

‘fhould prevent our coming together at all. — 
Hence it fo often happens, that we-hear thofe,mu- 
tual Reproaches, too common, after a little Ma- 
trimonial Intimacy, of What an Alteration in your 
“Temper, my Dear! —I don’t know you; fure,’tis not 
_bhe fame Creature! — How'have I been deceived ! 
Be uo longer fo then, but begin to ftudy over again, 
and xNow whom you are-to pafs your Life with. 
“The Study. difgufts you, fay yous. from the ‘many 
‘ifagrecable Things ou meet: with. His Temper 
is phlegmatick and heavy ; yours light and airy. 
He loves: the Country; you the Town.: Hé.goes 


to Plays 5 -you.chufe the Opera.’ He had rather ’ 
‘pafs an Eveniog at home 5 you abroad. — What's 
s 


_to be done ? he a Man of Senfe and good 
Nature ? Yes. Does he love you? Yes. Do 
.you love him.?: Yes. - Have yow-try’d to: cure 
him. of his Faults, and bring him-over to -your 
“Schemes of Pleafure? Yes; but to no Purpofe. 
“You faid, you loved him; the Pleafures ot the 
Perfon we love,.are generally deat-to us. But ‘he 
‘loves me too. Well-argued —: The .Point now 
comes clofe, and 1s reduced to this Crifis, —WHo 
SHALL, YIELD ? - Out of Complaifance, and Love 
for you, fuppofe he yields, and forgoes his Pleafure 
for yours. —Well, youve gain’d the Victory,.and 
triumph. Now, if you’ve Leifure, reflect a little 
on the Situation of Mind you’ve reduced the Man 
you love to. ‘What Situation ?) He feems' eafy 
and well pleafed. — Reflect a little, — Here is a 
Man that-loves you, that robs himfelf of thofe Sa- 
tisfactions that render Life agreeable to him, to 
partake of thofe you like, that he has no Relifh for. 

s not your Tenderzefs ALARMED? Your Love 
‘yet AWAKE ?: Are you not ready to accufe your- 
felf of Unkindnefs.? Does not that Thought take 
away the: very Pleafure you ufed to receive from 
thofe Things you contefted for ? What! Shall -I 
rob that very. Man, of all his Pleafure, from whofe 
dear Society I draw that Easz or Minp that gives 
the Poignancy to mine? 


THE Cwe, then, that I wou’d give the Wives of 
Great Britain, atter they have itudied their Hut 
bands Difpofition, Temper, and Tafte, for Pleafure, 
is, never to let THEIR OWN come {o near, as to 

ut them upon even asking themfelves the Queftion, 

HO SHALL YIELD? I hope I thall not be thought 
too partial a Prompter, in giving the Word fo much 
in favour of my own Sex; fince I have already 
fhewn, that tho’ a Wife, that has a fenfible, good- 
natur’d Husband, may, if fhe pleafes, carry the Day, 
her very Vidfory, if the loves her Husband, will turn 
to her Defeat. — And as to thofe Wives, that are 
not bleft with fuch kind of Husbands, and have a 
mind, neverthelefs, to.come to a_pitch’d Battle, 


\ they only combat which fhall be the moft wretched, 


Themfelves or their Husbands ? 
Wuart I haveinftanced here of Quadrille; Opera, 
Plays, gc. muft not be underftood only /iterally 


r of them, bur figuratively of every Circumftance 


that can concern the married State, which I have 
thought proper to fubjoin here, as one cannot be 
too explicite, when Happinefs is at Stake. 


I PROMISED in my Paper (N° 9.) to fay a Word | 


to Widows that fhould become Wives again. 
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It is generally obferved of Widows, when any 


thing their Second Husband does, is difagreeable to | 
them, to twit him with what the other wou’d have | 


done in fuch a Cafe. — He wou'd not have ufed me | 


| eee Nothing was too good for me then. — It is 
likewife obfervable of them, that they ‘carry thefe 
recapitulatory. Reproaches of theirs, fo far as to 


apply them to. the Now-performances ‘of their pre- 


ent Dear; nothing fo frequent in Widow-wives 


Mouths, as thefe Expreffions, —- Mr. Fondlove did 


Jo and fo — He never fail’d obliging me as often as 
ever he cou'd.— I wanted for nothing in his Power. — 


Asthere4s nothing that picques fo much a! Second, 


es thefe Encomiums on the Firit, { fhall conclude 
with giving this. oneGeneral Rule to Widow-wives,— 
NEVER TO,MENTION THE Goop Man Hecror. 


P+ 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


"THE following Advertifement coming, through 
Miftake, too late to be inferted before the 


‘untimely Fate of Fauftulus, may feem fuperfuous} 


chere : However, as ’tis poffible that diminutive 
Conjurer may again revive, with Amendments, I 


have judged proper to prepare the Town for its) 


Reception, by inferting it here. 


We are credibly informed, that there will be given 


gratis, at the Theatre Royal ix Drury-lane, 2 Key 


to Mr. Newvelon’s incomparable, incomprehenfible, new 
Pantomime, As his Manner is entirely new, we 
hear this ingenious Defigner is to have a Patent, 2nd 
defervedly, for the fole making of Pantomimes; /¢ 


having difcover'd an Art peculiar to himfelf, ot! 


keeping the Audience in a SuRPR1zE from the Be-} 


ginning, till the Curtain falls; and then you are 
more SURPRIZED than before. 
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